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oo ) : r Lyn Shepard * <o iand suggesiod tartly thatﬁ he 'would pat Ccm-,‘__
o By Lyn Shepard Coov T rgress o:;; the back only when the fiscal year®

oo Staff correspondent of

o will attest,

S Indeed, the chairman’of the Jouse Ap-’--C,[.’fOrt” to trim tne budget: . | A
" propriati itteq, and its powerful, “Emergencies arise,’”’ - he warned. “As’

.« 'of seeing the $2.4 billion surplus-forecast by “War overtuins wll ordinary ic_alculatipns.f
wformer President Johnson actually come, "“History strongly cautionstus to assurme

+ which he is going to.help bring about.” ;- i'in tone -and outlook,
7 [ public life.
7 Goals assessed’ S - iihe economy, on the state of world affairs,

'-.'?'worrying about how to save money,” he

o7 Tmeichants -are joining the', tax-and-spend *
siset ‘ S P '

- rabout spending money. They just say so.

*w:They. ask: ‘What can you do for the people ithat ‘it had. a meat-ax - flavor.””  But i

tide. . R S ito stay.,” | . : ,
0 Alter the Johnson budget for '1969-70° oo, e e
| xreached Congress, Mr, Bow recalled the tril ) Division suggested 07 00

~. +second or third car, carpeting for the floor,
“- .maybe a new house." e
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ends with the projected surplus intact.

o , “When he [Mr. Johnson] first came to the.

el Do e Wajshin;_,':lfmﬁCOIlE."l‘OSS_, the -budget was $5 billion,” he

] : Ivecalled. “Now we arc operaling on a '

5 Standing guard over the public’s purse canipudget of over 5200 billion, So we can sce.’
* be a lonely vigil, as Rep. George H, Mahon the pace ‘at which we have' gone in' thes

ST i figures.”? _ R i

But that doesn't deter the courtly Texas: Mr. “Mahon, an’ cloquent floor ‘spokesman

~Democrat who vows (o fight off ail pressures for the Houso “economy block,” also- coun ,

' 10 unbalance the nation’s budget this year.  seled Congress to again “‘make a Herculean .

" The Christiun Science Monitor -

“defense-spending subcommittee has hopes James. A. Garficld once so well observed

true, . ot . ;that the budget will turn out for.the worse
Even so, Mr. Mahon indicated recently 1o vather than the better; that it is wige to
this newsman, he would welcome just a bit hedge against ibe uncertainties, the slip
more public gratitude for those:on his 50« pages, the failures,” .- - R e
jmemoer panel; who Tabor t6' hold back fed-: : R
~eral spending. I ; (Task described ™ et
+ “The average .office. secker,” he . la-f‘: That day in mid-Jahuary Mr, "Mahon sc
“mented, “runs on a platform of what he will: forth in his usual ¢risp phrasing -the taslk
* ~do for the people—what he will do. He does facing his committec, "« | S
DOt concentrate on how much money he will - a7y presidents,” he said,

' _mu _ ) dre charac
save; -he talks of the bright, new world: teristically—and understandably—optimistic
- 'Nor does the conservative Texas find the ‘A budget is a plan, a projection, a set of
Efl‘cc.spendjng mood. confined - to “those jn:»1‘ecommendatmns. It 1s ‘not self-execut_mg.
St ee e e i Uneertainties abound, It depends on legisla-
‘ -,live action or inaction,. on performance -of
and on on. : o :
“The budget outlook is therefore tentative.
3 ' ! v h -For many reasons it very often winds up'
ani P opey lie awale figuring ways g R L both s o the Teg e
;and means of buying color televisions, 3The realizations often do not' match the
‘expectations. . . " R A

“The housewives don"l lie awake af night

o

= Even those suppomcliyf_f:ugql_ bankerns 'and_“IV\’Icasures wwaded R
-One day last weck Mr., Mahon marched.
P . : ‘ 4into his office, removed his stetson,. and
oo The chambers of commerce. talk about’yanched into a discourse on howohc,: and
 sconomy,” Mr, Mahon observers, “but their ijis committce colleagues intend to -hold the.
= testimonial dinners are reserved- for the 146 on spending. g e
- peopie wTh}S help to get projects and spend; e House had taken. extrerie measurcs
s oney. they're not particularly moderate;s, 1968 to curl indation, It passed the Rev-
Lo ] . :enues and Expenditures Control .Act in turn
The tr‘er)d s for spending rather than'for granting President Johnson 'a belated
<saving. This is evident in the Congress.;lo percent surtax. Even My, Mahon admits -

o i
o !

‘}.'back home?' Keonomy. and ‘saving is not | brought results, o Cy ;
:"1110 most exciting thing t6 tell* the voters ! “There'is no doubt but that the ‘act made !
7 about.” : .~ lhe departments and agencies take a real d
s, Yel Mr. Mahon and Rep. Frank T. Bow | good long look at their spending policics,”
.-1(R) o( Ohio, the ranking Republican on his the said dryly. “In that way il was. a good

commitiee, scan delermined to buck the ,move. It may be that this procedure is here

-,lion dollars spent d‘-‘““ﬂ-»the Jolmson,yc.’u‘;s,% . The 1968 law required a eutback in- ap- ;
« - ipropriations.and new spending authority of -
©OHL0 Dbillien. . Congress went even {further, © .
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‘a severe whittling dowx} of the federal pay- - ' , Co”n*tff-mmfﬁ' "
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Mr, Mahon calls the fdxzécvd"savi}xgs “gn
Use. v a1t to explore its further S :
2o would like to see Congless appropri= i
‘ate the funds it fcels should be spent and '
leave the management of the programs and’ -
.funds up fo the exceutive branch,” he main-: .= -
- tains. “Thals becen my philesophy all! o
.+ through the years.” c 1
Yot carry-over of unuscd funds from’ v
Jong-range programs like ship, weapon, and . oo
aiveraft production ‘leaves something to: ;. -~ H
be desived,” the chairman says. The big - '~
,backlpg of unused monies {rom one fiscal. " .
‘year io the next gives the administration: < - -
~wide flexibility. But Congress feels that the:- "= ., ~
“power of the purse” is being usurped. Thus.
ihe receptivity to new.. Yeontrol” devices. -
% The House could also bencfit, Mr. Mahon
" ipelieves, by adopting some of the budget« .~ ;
* “ing ideas suggested rocently by former Se€=} cax L, . ¢
- ‘yelary of the Treasury Joseph W, Barr, a R ’
© Vformer congressman. s o

«

Foreceast proposed .
" Mr. Barr urges Congress to debate andi. -
enact a resolulion by Mavch 1 each year -

setting forth its own forccasts of economic;
actors and the probability of a deficit or. ;
‘ surplus, Then, by April 1, both Houses would: - -+ -
“vote on a budget with total spending, lend-
+ing, and revenue targets. ' S

RN,

. #There is much merit in trying to induce: ., -
Congress to zeyo in on the whole npicture,’ "~
@™ Mr. Mahon admits. ‘“There is a tendency: -
\ to look at programs and say: ‘Well, this is -~

-a thing,that needs to be done. . . . .
% “We continue to look at these programs as S
“'picces rather than at the budget as-a whole ..

Cev . We should consider whether or not we'rel

. willing to raise the revenue for these:sers -

‘ - vices. . ) o - o
oL Ifwe're willing to, then we should approve. .
oo 34" he says. «1f we don't think .cnough of} 3
w - the program——and I'm speaking gengrally-—‘-f
) CHe!

wwe should suspend or. postpone i i
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